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Nearly everyone is interested in crime. There are those who delib-
erately make a career of it; those who are forced into it; and those who
live by the attempt to suppress it. The newspapers, the movies, and
the radio commercialize its dramatic appeal Businessmen and poli-
ticians are accused of compromising with it. The rest of us, when our
attention is directed to crime by some highly publicised offense or one
that strikes close to home, fear or resent the criminal. Few, however,
understand the social behavior we call crime or the psychological mech-
anisms that operate to produce the criminal and crime.
CRIME DEFINED
Crime is essentially a legal term. Briefly stated, it signifies "an
act forbidden and m$de punishable by law."2 Unlawful intent, or
mens rea, is frequently an important condition to the establishment of
1 This chapter was written by Dr. David B, Rogers, Associate Professor of
Sociology at the University of Pittsburgh.
2 Taft> Donald E., Criminology, pp. 4 jf., The Macmillan Company, New York,
1942,
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